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This study aimed to identify the challenges of overcoming the vulnerability
and promoting social integration of migrants and refugees in post-apartheid South Africa. Through
interviewing people from four African countries, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic of the Congo,

and Uganda, who live in Johannesburg, the author has investigated (1) the background of their
migration to South Africa, (2) their livelihood activities in Johannesburg, (3) their relationship
with the countries of origin, and (4) the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown policy on
their lives. As the economic situation in South Africa worsened following the pandemic, social
integration of migrants and refugees became more difficult. In this context, some migrants and
refugees began to return to their countries of origin.
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