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Study on the geological heritage viewed from the description of nature in the
Izumonokuni-fudoki, and the application to the modern world.

Nomura, Ritsuo
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Many of the myths and legends are regional topics because they originated in
people”s spheres of life. These include disaster myths passed down in folklore related to disasters
such as earthquakes, volcanoes, and tsunamis, as well as explanatory myths about the formation of
the natural environment and characteristic landforms of the region and its surroundings. The Shimane

Peninsula area has formed a complex geological belt due to geological changes related to the
formation of the Japan Sea. Therefore, the lzumo-no-kuni Fudoki contains many explanatory myths
related to topography and geology. However, the causality of myth formation with reference to
natural conditions was outside the interest of many people. In this study, geoscientific

verification of these myths and legends has provided a foundation for the present-day view of nature
held by ancient peoples.
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