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A comparative study of the concept of "compassion™ in animal ethics among
contemporary Western European sphere and Japanese philosophy after the 20th
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In this study, | examined the concept of “ compassion” in Western
philosophy and Japanese philosophy. Results show that there is a tendency that, from the perspective
of modern ethics and philosophy, “ compassion" is considered to occur because oneself and others
are inherently vulnerable and share finiteness. In addition, in religious philosophies such as
Japanese philosophy and Christian thought, the difference between animals and humans becomes an
issue; however, this difference does not arise in the form of human superiority, but instead, humans

have a greater responsibility for animals.
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