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syncretism

This research focuses on Mazu, who has gained overwhelming worship as a

guardian goddess in the area of sea world in East Asia, and the worship that sprouted in the Chinese
private sector expanded the sphere of worship through contact with various religious traditions.
The purpose is to elucidate the process from the perspective of comparative religion history. By
positively evaluating the actual state of fusion of folk beliefs and some religions, we explored the

process of Mazu worship transforming into the Korean Peninsula and the religious world of Japan
based on literature research and field research. This allowed us to reveal the footsteps of the
worship of the guardian goddess, which began with folk beliefs in the coastal areas of China, and
was incorporated into the Taoist gods’ lineage to expand the sphere of worship.
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