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By conducting field research on the remaining Buddhist statues in the

Tamilnadu state of India, we have proved that Buddhism was active enough until the 13th century in
the Kaveri delta region and survived well into the 16th century. Those statues of Buddha should have

belonged to Theravada monasteries, while small bronze statues of Avalokiteshvara and Mayitreya
found from Nagapattinam shows lay people®s religious tendency towards Mahayana Buddhism. Also
Vajrayana trend was not clear in South India. This dichotomy of Buddhism between Theravada monks and

Mahayana lay people, resulting in incapability of reproducing monks, should be considered as the
fundamental cause of the decline of Buddhism in India.
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