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Philosophical study of religious emotions based on memories of the dead:
Founding the ethics for the dead
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This research project aimed to formulate the basis of norms for an ethics of
the dead, by organizing discussions in various fields on why and how the dead should be respected,
as there is no consensus on the ethics of the dead in Japan and abroad. The results showed that,
broadly speaking, there is a mixture of an orientation that emphasizes keeping social memories about
the dead and an orientation that emphasizes respect for the dignity or rights of the dead
themselves. Moreover, it is also shown that these orientations can be theoretically organized using
the framework of "ontology" and "relationalism,” and it is concluded that this framework can be the
theoretical foundation for an ethics of the dead.
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