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This project pursues the deeply significant, but highly neglected, topic of
unending or continuing pilgrimage on the Shikoku henro. We intended to test the simple hypothesis
that religious authority in the social system is proportional to the number of henro circuits
completed. This ethnographic work included intensive fieldwork done over five trips to Shikoku.
Dozens of interviews were conducted with pilgrims, priests, and other consequential actors related
to the pilgrimage. In addition to interviews, a detailed survey was conducted, and numerous other
sources of data were employed, including literature and internet postings We cultivated a rich,
unparalleled data set and established the basis for new theoretical orientations for the study of
pilgrimage. This study ﬁroduced a book published by Oxford University Press, five peer-reviewed
Journal articles, and three chapters in edited volumes.
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