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Tracing the history of media-based esoteric movements in postwar Japan: The case
of the journal *Nihon Shingaku*

Yoshinaga, Shin®ichi
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*Nihon Shingaku* started in 1949 as the vehicle for the ideas of a reformist

movement inside the Nichiren sect. It changed into a journal devoted to establishing a Shinto
Theology, after the original movement crossed paths with the ecumenical movement called Bankyo
Ichigen Domei in 1952. It then started introducing a variety of new religious and occultic
activities in Japan and abroad. To trace the history of this journal, it was necessary for us to do
research on pre-WWII psycho-spiritual therapies called “ seishin ryoho” , occultism in the US, and
several post-WWIl ecumenical movements. As our scope expanded, it became necessary to discuss the
notion of “ occultism in Japan” which includes “ seishin ryoho” , psychical research,
pseudo-histories, syncretic religions and so on. It is regretful that we could not publish the final
report, but all journal contents from 1949 to 1974 have been catalogued. We hope to continue our
research on *Nihon Shingaku* and occultism in postwar Japan.
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