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The eminent historian Jonathan Israel emphasized the oppositional
relationship between radical and moderate stream in the Enlightenment. He argued that the Radical
Enlightenment produced the modern democratic society. In contrast, by focusing on the Enlightenment
thought of Moses Mendelssohn, the Jewish philosopher in 18th century Germany, this research attempts

to show that the Moderate Enlightenment has also a significant impact on the establishment of a
free and diverse society today. As Feiner and Gottlieb, who are specialists in this field, point
out, the various arguments developed by Mendelssohn are the forerunner of the cultural struggles of
contemporary Israel and the immigration debate in Europe and the United States.
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