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The construction of "A History of Japanese Calligraphic Theories" based on
Japanese Calligraphic Theories in the Middle and Early-Modern Ages

NAGAYOSHI, Norio
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This stud% tries to construct “ A History of Japanese Calligraphic
Theories.” When observed from the perspective of the history of calligraphic theories,
calligraphic theories in Japan have three distinctive periods: “ the origin of calligraphic
theories” in the early Heian period, “ establishment of the Jubokudo theory” from the late Heian
to the Nanbokucho period, and “ a prosperity of the Karayo theory” in the Edo period.

Three themes are identified:1. Systematization of the calligraphic theories in the Mid-Ancient /
Middle ages mainly based on the ones by the Sesonji family 2. Relevance between the calligraphic
theories in the Mid-Ancient / Middle ages and that in the Early-Modern age 3. Relationship between
the theories of Wayo and Karayo in the Early-Modern age. This research also shows us what the
Japanese sense of the beauty is and gives us an opportunity to construct a new view of “ A History
of Japanese Calligraphic Theories.”
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