©
2017 2019

On the process of establishing the alphabetical pitch names: how to order the
scale structure
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Musica

The alphabetical notation specifies the relationship of sounds within the
octave framework and identifies the characteristics of the sound organization that composes music,
and the process of establishing the A-G system notation still remains obscure. In this study,
focusing on the relationship between the establishment of the alphabetical notation and the
structure of scale, many charts and illustrations of Huchald"s Musica are scrutinized to show the
significance of the relationship between the octave framework and the tetrachord structure and of
the direction of the ascending and descending sounds in the scale structure for clarifying the
establishment of the alphabetical notation.
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A B C
R Barcelona, Archivo de la Corona de Aragon Ripoll 42 11
B Bruxelles, Bibliothéque royale 10078-95 11
A Cambridge, University Library Gg.V.35 (Catal. 1576) 1
C Cesena, Biblioteca Malatestiana, Pluteus S.XXVI.1 15
E Einsiedeln, Klosterbibliothek 169 (468) 10—~11
J Krakow, Biblioteka Jagiellonska Rkps BJ 1965 11
L Leipzig, Universititsbibliothek (Bibliotheca Albertina) lat. 1492 15
O Oxford, Bodleian Library, Canon. Misc. 212 14
T Praha, Narodni knihovna (drive Universitni knihovna) ms. XIX.C.26 1
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