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The aim of this study was to clarify the process of establishing music
direction for the Shimpa theatre, literally, the new school. (1)First, a database of Nakamura Hyozo"
s former collection of music materials was created to lay the foundations for the research. (2)Next,

the following was clarified; In the pioneering period when Kawakami Otojiro began his career,
music direction, which at the outset was probably Kabuki-like, quickly became a pursuit of realistic
music direction with sound effects as the main element; In the Meiji and Taisho periods when the
shimpa established its golden age by dramatising family novels, music direction was elaborated from
an early stage, and sound effects played a role to depict scenes and characters® emotions. The
establishment of the originality of the shimpa®s own musical direction can be seen in this period.

Even after the war, the musical direction in Shimpa was very delicately devised and changed to fit
the times.
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