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This study started to inquire the involvement of Japanese artists in the
avant-garde theatres in Paris. This inquiry made it clear that the pioneers of the theatrical
innovation in early 20th century took a great interest in Japanese traditional theatres,
particularly in their masks, puppet-like motion or stylized action, as a new method of body
movement. In the reverse direction, those Japanese artists learned European theatrical culture, and
contributed to the modernization of the Japanese performing arts. We can find here a peculiar
example of “ Interweaving of performative cultures” . Furthermore, our small international symposium

in 2018, related to it, provided a springboard for the exhibition in 2022 or 2023.
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