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OGYU Sorai on music, his musical research and practice: From basic research to a
comprehensive picture of his work

YAMADERA, Mikiko
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In this study, | investigated a wide range of primary sources of OGYU Sorai
s writings regarding music. Organized by subject, 1 transcribed the texts into machine-encodings,
collated them, and translated and annotated the texts. These efforts eventually revealed a complete
picture of Sorai"s writings—including newly-discovered materials—regarding music together with
details of his musical research, in particular, his study of musical pitches through exploration of
the ancient system of the Zhou dynasty-era of great rulers and investigating the music of antiquity,

as well as his study of the Chinese qgin and Japanese gagaku, both of which he claimed showed

vestiges of ancient Chinese music. Careful reading and examination of the collected documents also
delivered many discoveries and insights into historical traces of Sorai®s work concerning music and
the realization of those musical performances. These findings were presented in papers and other
forums.
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