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The debate on new forms of expression in modern era have been discussed

within the framework of * Western art’ and ‘ Japanese art’ in the history of art. Since the spread
of diverse artistic perspectives resulting from exchange between East and West, this research
investigates the role of Japanese students who studied in the United States from the end of the Edo
period to the middle of the Meiji period (1860s~1880s) in addressing the issues of new forms of
artistic expression in the modern era. The result of this research shows that during the early years
of study in the United States, from the late 1860s to the 1870s, Charles Lanman, an artist, writer
and secretary of the Japanese legation in the capital city of Washington, D.C., and Addison Van
Naim, a librarian of Yale University in Connecticut, were involved with Japanese students. And their
dialogue promotes mutual cultural understanding and helped to promote understanding of Japanese
culture in the United States.
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