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Modernism in fashion - Parisian mode in the interwar period seen through
intercultural contact
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It is well known that avant-garde artists in early twentieth-century Paris
encountered African art, establishing the starting point for modern art, gut this study aimed to
clarify how such non-Western influences extended to fashion of the same period. The study of
specific examples, including Gabrielle Chanel, Jeanne Lanvin, Mariano Fortuny and Tsuguharu Foujita,
revealed that functional and sophisticated contemporary fashion was born in Paris between the two
world wars, incorporating ideas and forms from the non-Western countries such as Japan, China and

Africa.
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