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Constructing a History of the Reception of Painting Themes in Medieval and Early
Modern Japan
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To clarify the various aspects of the reception of painting subjects in

medieval and early modern Japan, 1 focused on the production of Caricature Scrolls (Giga zukan

) by the Kano school in the 17th century, promoted the survey of various manuscripts scattered
in Japan and abroad, and discovered more than ten manuscripts. As a result of organizing and
analyzing the subjects depicted in these works, many aspects of the reception of Muromachi tales,
early Edo genre painting, and Ming dynasty publishing culture in Caricature Scrolls have emerged. In
parallel, 1 researched with a view to the acceptance of Ming Dynasty books in Nara Ehon.
These studies have revealed the literary significance of Caricature Scrolls, their proximity to the
sphere of production and enjoyment of Nara Ehon, the creation and development of painting subjects
in middle and early modern Japan, and the state of the arts and learning that supported them.
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