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In our study, we conducted comparative research on humorous stories in the
East Asian cultures. In accordance with their differing fields of expertise, the research group
took a multifaceted approach from three distinct perspectives.

From the perspective of literary research, we explored sense of humor in Japan, China, and Korea
through Yakkai Shorinkoki, an annotated Chinese jestbook published in Japan in 1829. The results of
this work have been published as An Annotated Translation of Yakkai Shorinkoki, an academic paper
series (in progress). Also analyzed were the elements of sense of humor found in Hanashi-bon and
Ukiyo-zoshi and the comicality in Japanese Edo period literary works.

From the standpoint of Japanese linguistics, we have examined the allographs of Kanji (Chinese
characters) found in Yakkai Shorinkoki. From the perspective of information engineering, we will
continue to develop a search system for humorous stories.
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