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A comparative study of ukiyo-e appreciation after japonisme
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Ukiyo-e prints, which played the main role in the Japonisme boom in Europe
and the United States, have long been looked down on in Japan. However, research based on Western
art history has strengthened in their countries and, in Japan, some connoisseurs have also been
aware of these positive results.
The present project is aimed at clarifying this movement from three angles. Firstly, to discover its

assessment in Europe and the United States, we searched the library of 0. Munsterberg, who had
collected documentation on Japanese art. We also analyzed the catalogues of the six-year series of
exhibitions at the Musee des Arts Decoratifs in Paris, considered the culmination of Ukiyo-e
research. In the field of Western art history research in Japan, we also examined the effects of
journals and books on the subject of Japonisme. We then analyzed the texts of NAGAI Kafu and KOJIMA
Usui, etc., who introduced Ukiyo-e studies abroad, and applied this methodology to their own
writings.
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