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This study has focused on the textual variation between the First Quarto and
the First Folio of King Lear, based on the original hypothesis that part of the variation resulted
from the arbitrary editing and emendation on the part of the printers of First Quarto. Through close

comparative analysis of the texts, including the Second Quarto, the present researcher has
demonstrated that the text of the First Quarto shows a considerable amount of evidence for
emendatory intervention in terms of contextual integration, grammatical standardization, and synonym
substitution.
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