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Revisiting the Untold Collective Memory of the Internment: Japanese American
Writers and their Postmemory
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This research focuses on Japanese American writers whose parents had
experienced internment during the Second World War. In addition, it explores how these writers
belonging to the generation of postmemory, portray the collective memories in their works despite
the absence of any direct information from their parents, except letters, pictures, and historical
documents. The study aimed to analyze the process through which they attempt to create their
narratives by resisting the discourse of victimization and construct their viewpoints to observe the

super-national aspects of Japan. It consisted of two parts: 1) analyzing the documents found in the
internment camps and interviewing the writers, and 2) exploring the types of American literature
that influenced these writers and the manner in which they integrated these motifs into their works.
The research objects comprised one book, four co-authored articles, three articles, and one
translation.
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