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This study, focusing on the characteristics of the U.S. as a maritime nation

in the nineteenth century, examined the connections between naval discourse, literature, and
culture, especially in Nathaniel Hawthorne’ s works and the records of Commodore Matthew C. Perry’ s
fleet. Literary Imagination of Maritime America: Naval Discourse and Antebellum Writers, a
collection of essays by several scholars including myself, outlined the multifaceted relationships
between the navy, naval discourse, and literature, which cannot be holistically discussed simply by
focusing on any one individual writer. This study also novelly raised the cultural significance of
the minstrel shows on American naval ships. The cultural significance of these minstrel shows, a
racist performance unique to the U.S. that was presented to the Japanese after the enactment of the
Treaty of Amity between Japan and the U.S., is the subject of the newly acquired KAKENHI.
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