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This research project resulted in the following outcomes. As the main
research output, a full-length academic monograph, Lost Loss in American Elegiac Poetry: Tracing
Inaccessible Grief from Stevens to 9/11, was published in October 2020. This monograph studies one
of the defining characteristics of modern and contemporary elegiac poetry: vague feelings of
unrecognized loss. The book names this phenomenon “ lost loss” : a sense that a specific loss is
either itself forgotten, effaced, or made inaccessible, or that it has become a stand-in or screen
for something else. This concept necessitates a distinct sub-category of inquiry, for, in lost loss,

the cognition of loss itself is questioned or questionable, complicating its effects in ways that
deviate from other dominant theorizations of loss. This monograph was awarded the ALSJ Book Prize.
In addition, three academic articles were published and about ten conference presentations were
given during the course of this grant.
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