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The present study traced the activity of Italian humanists during the
fourteenth century, of Petrarch above all. Some Latin authors like Catullus, Tibullus, Propertius
and Tacitus had remained almost unknown until the end of the fourteenth century. It is Petrarch and
Boccaccio that contributed greatly to the rediscovery of the manuscripts of forgotten works. For
example Petrarch produced a Propertian copy after the codex Leidensis Vossianus Lat. 38. From this
copy, although now lost, descends another one, codex Laurentianus 36.49. This study aimed to
elucidate how Petrarch was influenced by Propertius through the comparative reading of two poets
with the aid of Petrarch’ s epistles and marginal annotations written in the above mentioned codex

Laurentianus 36.49 which can be thought to show certain traces of Petrarch’ s understanding of
Propertius.
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