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Suicide in the bibliographic historical context of Germany in the 18th century
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This study examined the history of 18th century German discourse on youth
suicide.This phenomenon, now known as the Werther effect, refers to the fact that young people
influenced by Goethe®s novel "Die Leiden des jungen Werthers™ in which the main character ends up
committing suicide, sympathize with the main character.In this study, | did not conduct a historical

social survey of suicide among young people, but rather examined a cultural phenomenon in which the
choice of suicide was spread and accepted by the media. What has become clear in this research is
that we need to look at suicide from the perspective of illness. By looking from this perspective,
it is possible to understand the mentality and social values that lead people to seek suicide rather
than the young ﬁeople who commit it. And hhe dissemination of medical discourse aimed at
non-specialists has enabled young people to represent themselves as sick.
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