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Heilbad

Study of " Heilbad"(health spa) images in early modern German literature,
folklore, and pictorial sources

Yoshida, Takao
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In early modern Germany, the hot springs that treat illnesses with mineral
springs form a unique space of discourse where ancient Western spiritual medicine and views of
nature compete with modern natural science, capitalism, and resort development. An attempt was here
made to give a chronological overview of the ideological world of early modern Germans over hot
springs.

Tﬁe mgin materials are the Hagiography of the end of the Middle Ages, the collections of early
modern German miracle legends, Th. Murner in the 16th century, A. Kircher and Grimmelshausen in the
17th century. We aimed to give an overview and consider the range of the view of nature and space
peculiar to the early modern period. The view of nature shows a unique spiritual consciousness that
goes beyond mere materiality, and the reference to the source of hot water is a mechanism to awaken
the consciousness of the origin of individuals, human beings, and history itself.
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