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This study investigates what factors play significant roles in constituting
rhythm in languages from two perspectives: acoustic and information structure. Acoustic observations
of factors such as the structure of a syllable interacting with its duration and the structure of

words have made clear how these factors contribute to constitute rhythms in languages. Analyzing
information structures has revealed how pauses between words, phrases and/or syntactic structures
contribute to constitute intonation patterns in a sentence or a discourse, and how they create
rhythms. The study also made clear that the significance of these acoustic and informational factors
differs according to the phonological types of languages: a tone language type or a non-tonal type.
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