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This study has considered semantic functions that NPs perform within
sentences in relation to definiteness of NPs, and refined the classification of copular sentences
and the analysis of their semantic structures. It has shown that by noting not only the distinction

between referential NPs and non-referential NPs, but also more detailed distinctions among specific

NPs, non-specific NPs, NPs whose referents are individual entities, NPs whose referents are
descriptions of characteristics, property NPs and NPIVs (NPs involving variables (Nishiyama 2003)),
we can more adequately explain semantic properties of noun phrases that appear in various
constructions, such as copular sentences, existential sentences, cleft sentences, inversions,
sentences describing change, concealed questions, concealed exclamatives, NE (noun phrase
extraposition), subject contact relatives, and transparent free relatives.
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Higgins(1979) Declerck (1988) (2003) (e.g. John
isastudent. / ) (e.g. Johnisthewinner. / ) (ed.
The winner is John. / ) (e.g. That woman is the Mayor of Cambridge. /
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1) AisB. (e.g. That woman is the Mayor of Cambridge.)

B
Heller (2005) A B
B
A B A
Heller /
/
2 (Mikkelsen 2005 Patten 2012)
(e.q.
An example of a superpower is the Soviet Union.) (eg. Also a

nice woman is our next guest.)

‘aboutness’ ( )

(3) wh it
(Ball 1977 Declerck 1988 Hedberg 1990)
predicationa it-cleft (Declerck 1988) (e.g. It was an INTERESTING meeting that you went
tolast night.)  proverbial it-cleft (e.g. Itisalong lane that hasno turning.)  less proverbial it-cleft
(e.g. Itisagood divine that follows his own instructions.)

wh
4 (e.g. Thefirst person to walk on the moon might not have been right-
handed.)
whoever
it ghe /
/ /
(5) (Elliot 1971 Grimshaw 1979) (NE) (ed.
It’samazing the height of that building. / I1t’samazing the odd people my sister knows.)
wh
(2003)
( 2003) ( A B C (eg. ) B
C )
(e.g. The height of that building is amazing.)
NE
Metonimic NP Michaelis & Lambrecht (1996)

NE be
(e.g. understandabl e, significant)
(eg.Itiswell-
known the use that we give to these type of tools.)
(6) (SCR) (e.g. There’s a woman wants to see you.)
(Lambrecht 1988 den Dikken 2005)
(Doherty 1993  2000)
SCR

(e. g. John’sthe only onecan doit.)
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(e.g. There’s always some student can’t remember his password.) (eg.

There is John can help you.) (e.g. Everybody
livesin this mountains has an accent.) (e.g. Wewants someone
knows John.) SCR

McCawley (1981 1998)
McCawley

(e.g. Thereare many Americans
who want to reinstate the death penalty who wrote in Spiro Agnew for President. / There are many
Americans who wrote in Spiro Agnew for President who want to reinstate the death penalty.)

(e.g. There are two books required for the course.)

who
which ) : | met the
piano teacher, who is Mr. Jones. : The witness says the robber
was a tall man, which this suspect is not. : Everyone wants to

know/find out Tom’s murderer, which | would rather consider to be Mary.
: You certainly need a domestic wife, which is difficult to come by/find these days.

)
: The police finally found out Smith’s murderer,

*which/who they are going to arrest immediately.
: A career girl, which my fiancée doesn’t happen to be, attracts me most.
(SFR) (e.g. He handed me what he had produced out of his pocket.)
wh wh (TFR)
(e.g. Lakoff has made what appears to be aradically new proposal. / What could best be described as
pebbleswere/ *was strewn across the lawn. / He was behaving what | could only describe as strangely./

What | could best describe as my idol kisses me.) TN (transparent nucleus)
SFR what
TFR TN TFR TN
TFR TN TFR
appear seem consider describe assume characterize regard raising verb
SFR TFR
TFR TFR
(Wilder 1999 Grosu2003 Matsuyama2018) TFR  wh TN

TFR TN



2021
1-19
Dol
8
2020
21-35
Dol
7
Predicational I1t-Clefts Proverbial I1t-Clefts 2019
1-17
Dol
2018
43-61

DOl




147

2022

2022

2022

134

2021

126

2021




122

2020

NE (Nominal Extraposition)

2019

2019

Chiaki Kumamoto

Semantic properties of concealed exclamatives

8th Brno Conference on Linguistics Studies in English

2019

Predicational it-clefts proverbial it-clefts

103

2018







