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Basic research on morpho-phonological phenomena in Amakusa dialects of Japanese:
Towards construction of dialectal typology
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This study aimed to described the phonological and morphological phenomena
in dialects of the Amakusa Islands, with the ultimate goal of formulating a dialectal typology. Due
to COVID-19-related difficulties in fieldwork, we shifted in focus towards examining individual
dialects. Despite these challenges, the study yielded several findings: (1) Voiced obstruent
geminates consistently found in the Sino-Japanese words in the Fukami dialect. (2) An intriguing
discrepancy was noted in the neutralization of accent types in compound nouns, predominantly
occurring only within Northern dialects. (3) In the Hondo dialect, two distinct types of calling
intonations were identified, with accent type neutralization evident when addressing someone nearby.

(4) The Hondo dialect also revealed instances of accent type neutralization in sentences comprising
indefinites. (5) The study successfully devised a methodology for managing linguistic data,

utilizing the ELAN software.
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