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The main results of this project are as follows: first, important
notational characteristics of the major oldest Ainu documents have been shown. This study will
serve to estimate the exact age of various valuable old documents of Ainu. Second, old documents
of the Ainu dialects in Japan Sea coastal regions which were lost very early have been investigated.

Contrary to our expectations this study shows us for the first time that these almost unknown Ainu
dialects most probably have a number of features common to East Hokkaido Ainu dialects. This result
is very interesting because such an "ABA" type distribution suggests that East Hokkaido Ainu
dialects may keep more archaic features in light of linguistic geography than Central Ainu dialects.

Third, the reports of the study of four rare valuable old documents of Ainu have been published,
which include their transliterations, various indeces, and philological descriptions, which will be
useful for the study of the history of Ainu.
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