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Contrastive studies on the expression of the DO-type and the BECOME-type among
Luxembourgish and other European languages
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Japanese linguists advocate a typology of the linguistic expressions,

according to which languages are divided into two groups; the DO-languages and the BECOME-languages.

West European languages in general, which often use the perceptive construction and the transitive
construction with an Inanimate subject, belong to the former and Japanese, which does not use these
constructions, belongs to the later. This research investigated into the usage frequency of
these constructions in European languages (Luxembourgish, German, English, French, Portuguese,
Russian, Dutch, and Swedish) based on the analysis of literary works for children and came to a
conclusion that of these languages Luxembourgish and Russian tend to avoid the DO-type constructions
and these constructions tend to be avoided cross-linguistically in the sentences which express the
negative effect of things to a person.
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