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This research project primarily analyzes variability of the two grammatical
features in current Hawai‘ i Creole speech; past-tense marking and tu/fo infinitives. The analysis
of the past-tense marking suggests strong correlation with phonological environments characteristic
of English-based creoles. In terms of tu/fo infinitives, the analysis suggests there are very little

inter-speaker variability. Furthermore, detailed analysis of the exceptional cases with variability
suggests the case of covert decreolization (Siegel 2008) where the form of creole (fo infinitive)
remains, but the way it is used is on the model of the lexifier (Standard English). The two
grammatical features are also observed in many English-based creole languages, thus, the implication

of this project may also be applied to the study of other English-based creoles and contact-induced
English varieties.
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