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A multifaceted study of the history of Japanese grammar focusing on adverbial
particles
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This study has three major contributions. First, the study contributed to
the theoretical study of grammatical change by modeling complex processes of change, revealing the
mechanism of change occurring in groups, and analyzing the nature of “ hapax legomena” that deviate

from the systematized form. This study also yielded results in the field of descriptive research on
adverbial particles in ancient Japanese. Results include the estimation of the formation process of
adverbial particles by applying methods of analyzing grammatical change, the reorganization of
ancient adverbial particles by contrasting them with toritate in modern Japanese, and the
interpretation of “ hapax legomena” . Lastly, through the reading of the works of Fujitani Nariakira
and Suzuki Akira, this study not only corrected misinterpretations in the previous studies, but
also obtained useful suggestions for current research, making contributions to the study of the
Japanese linguistics history in the Edo period.
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