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Setting Pronunciation Goals for English as an International Language:
Evidence-Based Research Focusing on Purpose of Use and Listener Factors
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Currently, the objective of English pronunciation instruction is set to have

the students achieve “ pronunciation not hindering communication.” However, this goal can
significantly vary depending on the purpose of English use and the listeners’ language backgrounds.
In this study, we focused on English teachers and deck officers who were both native Japanese
speakers. Through perception experiments measuring ‘ intelligibility,” ‘ comprehensibility,”
accentedness,” and ‘ acceptability,” we proposed the priority of sound categories that pre-service
English teachers and prospective deck officers should acquire. We also examined the importance of
pre-service teachers’ confidence in their own pronunciation. Based on the findings, a pronunciation
textbook for pre-service teachers was developed. For prospective deck officers, the results of the
experiments emphasized the significance of word-level pronunciation instruction, considering the
nature of English for specific purposes.
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