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Extension from get-construction with a reflexive pronoun: the Attenuation of
Subject NP*s Force
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We shed light on a construction with the verb get and a reflexive pronoun,
get + oneself +X' construction, and claimed that there existed a derivation of its cognitive
structures by the attenuation of Subject NP s force to its reflexive pronoun. The category X
includes adjective phrases, past participles (V-en) and particles. We found that the constructions
with adjective phrases and past participles as X have derivative cognitive structures proposed in
Nakamura(2004) respectively, while the construction with particles as X has some of these derivative

structures because of the meaning property of get. We examined constructions with the verb and a
reflexive pronoun, ‘ V + oneself + up / down’ constructions as well, and revealed that they have
derivative cognitive structures and Subject NP* s force is attenuated more gradually. We also
proposed the revised version of the attenuation of Subject NP’ s force to its reflexive pronoun.
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(61) a. Derivation (Extension)
get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase

Trigger of syntactic structure
be + Adjectival Phrase
V+AP

b. get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase

¢. get + Adjectival Phrase
I would make a really nice dinner, get ready

‘We got wet but it did not matter.

L

Get yourself dry and go and find yourself some pyjamas

Her mother had got older, fatter and sadder.

It was four o’clock and already getting dark.

get + Adjectival Phrase

‘Grooming’
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Absence of self-control
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unmarried women were deliberately getting themselves pregnant (reflexive as an NP)

(reflexive as a part of the anaphor)
and dress up.  (Extension, Grooming)
(Absence of self-control)
(Experiencer)

(Sp 1s usage)
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get oneself up

oneself up /down

(95) a.

0=,
Conr
Ol
ol
Ow

Get + oneself + V-en
Get + V-en

Ger-Inchoative
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Trigger of syntactic structure
be + V-en (be-inchoative)

Shift of highlighting (Be-passive)

z

Get-Passive

b. get + oneself + V-en
And Ollie managed to get himself sacked from the place.

And T got myself all dressed up for you...
Marie told him about Mr Bishop being drunk and getting himselfl drowned
You could get yourself hurt doing that.
Intel has been trying to get itself known better recently with television. ..
¢. get-inchoative
‘We had to get dressed and go home.
...you do not get pricked by a needle.
“You'll get burned,” he said.
Apparently it got lost in the post
d. ger-passive
Women’s hair got blown about.

Tell them you got shot up by enemy aircraft.
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