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Synchronic and Diachronic Studies in English Off-glides

Fujiwara, Yasuaki
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It is generally agreed that the initial sounds [{] and [w] of words like
young and wind are consonantal on-glides, while the final sounds [i] ang [u] of words like day and
cow are vowels. However, as a result of integrated analyses of the English orthography, phonology,
etymology of the word-final [i, u], and chronology of loan words in English, it 1s claimed that the
two final vowels are consonantal off-glides. It is also demonstrated that the two types of glides
play crucial roles in avoiding hiatus between two successive syllables or words, demarcating the
smallest units of the English rhythm and the quantity of words and phrases, and explaining the cause

and mechanism of diachronic changes like the loss of word-final schwas and the Great Vowel Shift
whose outputs invariably end with off-glides.
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(1) HEEDORHE @EiiLH#E’J’Tﬂﬁ iZ. © T#E3u) : 1] > o] (liornian [liornian] > leornian
[Neornian] > learn, [e] > [eo] (herta ['hertal > heorte ['heorts] > heart), [se] > [sea] (2l []] >
eall [eeal] > all), @ F+FEFEDORTITOEREA] : 1] > [ii] (findan ['frndan]> findan ['fimden] >
find), [o] > [0:] (word [word] > word [wo:rd] > word, [a] > [a:] (camb [kamb]> camb [ka:mb] >
comb), @ 3 FHIFEDEEBRZT DAL : [a] > [a] (haligdeeg ['ha:lrjdzej]> haligdeeg ['halijdzej]
> holiday, [u:] > [u] (siperne ['su:derne] > superne ['sudorna] > southern), @ [FER®D [o] D
MK : assa ['assal > asse ['asso] > ass, haefde ['haevde] > hafde ['havds] > had, sona ['somnal >
sone ['soina] > soon, ® (BAEEHI CTOEREAL] : [e] > [e:] (mete ['mete] > meete ['me:to] > meat,
[o] > [5:] (nosu ['nozu] > nose ['no:zo] > nose) . ® [ —FEREEAL ] : deeg [deg] > day [da1] > day,
boga ['boyal >bowe ['bous]l >bow, @ IKEEHER) : [i:] > [a1] (ridan ['ri:dan] > riden ['ri:den]
> ride ['rorda] > [raid] ‘to ride’, [u:] > [au] (his [hu:s] > hous [haus] > house, [e:] > [i:] (fet [fe:t]
> feet [fit], [0:]> [w:] (foda ['fo: da] > foode ['fo:d o] > food [fu:d]) @ 7 >R F LN TV 5,

B, ZOWEETEH, KEOFEFKLIEINEEIN [ ] TRL, KoHBEORWEERERT
IR 1/ “Clgf BE &P B OF MRS ER~T T2 %) (glides) X 4/ & /w/ TR
L, ERBLEBRBIIEFHOEIMCENZN <7 & “ 7 AT TRT, 51T, 7R
(alphabets) 1 i < > CTHA BFFis & XAlT 5, %%@%uﬂ{f 3 Wells (2008?) (ZHE#LL 7=,

(2) EioF miwﬁn%¢%(m&»hmﬂmw)&&@lm%@g<@ﬁnﬁmiof
FEM 72 AT L RLIR A e ST WD, EROFFFED L < IX T b OE LA FEIR Z & I E R 4y
Br « Fik LT T (Wolfe 1972, Minkova 1991), Zb2EZH—H) - SERICID > T 5
%®m9ﬁwo%@ﬁm@lmﬁkbf\%ﬁﬁ%kﬁé%%ikﬁ&iﬁ&@ﬁ it sy AN
D, EREOEFNZ LA RFFEOBEKSCHBOZRITORE L LTH Y Z LixTsEd ., Zlo
ezl T DI E L8252 2022 x3biFond, £ LT M b, WEEDIGEE
DOEELOHFENER L HEATHRWEROFKIZRE & 7HOHRIZ 7= &) (glides)
T DEMEN 0 Throl=Z Lildh b,

3) bokb, O~ ODWVITNHLEALOFRFASLCHUR N FEE SN TN T, SEERILEEICES
NTWDLDOT, ke BTN LB/ FIET TV 2o, BRFHEE(LOE)
*&%ﬁﬂ& IRV PRI RE DL T TH D, BRI, IEROFHESTTETIE EFF. Bl
Fi. TERERR &V O fiEEI D OAfFgE Efﬁ BIFHHAZ éﬂf_lﬁlﬁkODEP“C@ IHrE RN ETHY , FE
BERA L ETOERN 5 &éhfwt SV, 2z, @ﬁ%mm@\wa%
BN INE, FiRAmARE LD IR &)Oto =RYN:i5Ih i O~® FFEIcHEEZEA,
® & @ IFTEEZETHLDT, THELUEICHOZ 5 5550 R E 2 bILH55E @JiEPTEl%iP
LEBEOBICE D EDY . S50, BEOEEOEICIE Thi=0F) O [, w %5 2 B#
&ﬁéfmbtbjbﬁgm%)ﬂﬁﬁbfwéT EMEREWDT, 20Xk IR ERE 25
L INETHBETERD S TLERIE ZLD R A 1 = X L O R ERET 5 FREME
BEVVIRIIZH o T2,

2. WFEOEH

(1) BIRIGEDOFEEEMR L CWDIERFEEASIGEICAL S b © 955, yacht [jotl,
yeast [ji:st], young [jap], want [wont], west [west], wood [wud] @ X 5z, A CEHEINO %KD

HHik%) (syllable nucleus) (2% [, w]l 12 TAY D720 | (on-glides) &ML, T & A7
= ZYLTV\ —7J5. boy [o1], day [de1l, height [hart], bow [bau], know [nou], though [dou] ® X
o) u\ Ei L%’Eﬂﬁ#@%fﬂEﬂﬁ@%i 721 TRk ) (pause) 124735 [Lu]l 1% THb=D ) &
D? —RICEEE E A&, RiLED TADDEY ] EXKBIENTWDS, Ba&l, TAD
iz D J D [, wl BFEF LI 5 DIL, ayacht, a wood, the yacht, the wood ® X 9 (25l
DIATT 28546, [, wl THEDFEORITIX, 5 CThhE 23E0OHT & AR <a> (= [o]), <the>
(= [80]) HAIAYIZEIZI, an egg, an apple, the egg, the apple ® X 9 ICRE TIHAE DFED S

AlZiE, HEEl <an> (=[on]) & <the> [8i] 2NZBITN D DT, Wi % XBI$ 25 BRE AR TF
fﬁ"é EZAN, BEOFHIORRIZELD THb-Y ) Of4Ee, EroOSHFEHRE DL D72
BILE LTHWD Z LT TE RN,

(2) HEFEFFFLORENRAMETH D Cruttenden (20148) X THb7=0 | @ [Lu]l & [j, wl
TERDLED LBRARTNDEN, FERLVEMEC2D Z L 2HBICBREOLERLEZEL TS, L
L. RE&IL (585 (stress) 0)75?31?75:?;5%3?2 [FHi%) 2L 5 H5DIZk LT, [z
X TS At I 23R, MR FELFL LI TEHiZ 1230 27220, —
. boy [bo] ~ boycott ['bor kot], Thai [ta'1] ~ Thailand ['tar leend], day [de 1] ~ daytime ['der
tam] O X 512, “EMFIIERCAFT FE ORI CREOHSNAET k] (stretching) L.
I @wfiF%mJ@mm@)Téﬁ\:®i5ﬁﬁA LR EIZEENAEL D OITEIH
%T%@‘%%D%J@:@iiﬁﬁ%ﬂ%b%&wo:®5ﬂkwf%[wbtbjilﬁ
TR FHERFE L Z2ED (B, 7 BRERETED TOHLZE2EDT), bo b b,
DX D7 EFBISE Lehiste (1970) X° Cruttenden (20148) 72 & T TSNV DD
T, AR TIXZENLANOH 12 EEZORIEZ BT LI L,

(3) SREEAERY PORERTICL o TAlLT 2 &, GEEDBWID CTHET 2 HEZ B E T 5B
WCREMZRERE G525 Z L2 D 720 Tlded . SEIERFTFIRODIBRLSFEOHES



BAED A T = X LDFEIZARI R TH D DT, KFFE T (o7 F) 2L T [Hibkz
D] L TAVDED] 2555 L L, TEICRBITA2BEDSHMOMED A2 G, Eigo [f
£ & TR BlG DN OFESSCHER 2 RUEMICHEVE L, THD7ED ) ORE T2
ZEAHEBRNE LT,

3. WD ITIE

(1) FFED THb7=0 | X TAV DY | LRBRICTFE TH D & EIRETE DR EN IR A 172
IRT L0, EEE, BF%, SlEme V) 3 DOMEIKICEIT S S EIERSEHRE N
L, RRICICENZENOBGEHE L, BEEidd 5, £l 3tic, BB 08T & %
BHWMA L, e xIX, FBERD <e> 1% 10 it E TIXZERE D [e] #Fb L2y, WE
2L L T TV E VR (schwa=1[o]) &720 | 15 AL DOFIBHEE TITWHE LTz, & ZAD,
FD#, FERTIL <e> 1T BT (silent letter) & LT, EATOMEBRE OFTESCTE DEW
BT E ZLOHBRICHCOEND L)oo, TN, IEEE - HFEF - HiEmE VD
B O TR & B 2 b 71k LRI B EITEE R D <e> O L EREDMEIIIC R KR b
D Lol

(2) EROFERD <e> (= [6]) ORI > BRI HE 2 X THb7/20 ) S13EGo L oIl
ZDM, TOBEKIZE ST, <e> (=) DERNCFENH-7-7EIL THHEH TR, B
BR_HMETKRDD Z Lo iEOSE, THDIE ] NP EOWRELZHE S Z L AEESh
IE, WP bLEREZ T CHIT LW BE Lodb@a st T 5, 2 2, ABFFEIZB W
T, BBRD <e> BIOFFEOMORET <a,i,u,0,y> OSiEH & OB « WA G BEIR
OOFTIE OO CTEHERPEE -7, B, BT X <e> OARLT, FHEOLAIZHAE
U, 7= & ZIFFERD <gh> 1T enough [5 'nafl, rough [raf], tough [taf] ® L 5z [fl THKDD
%4 & . bough [baul, sigh [sai1l, though [0ou], through [Oru:] D X 5z T8F: ) L2556 06
DM, BEOLEIZIE, T8 L) OFER, FERO “EHE lav,aLou] @ THb7=0 | L ERE
O [w] ITFBEEZLTIE /aw, aj,ow/ & Juw/ 720 FEiZHAETZ LD RO ST E
HREWRIRE b, 2z, AFRITERMARIGEORETFTE by | ORRE EEEEFS
FLEERN OO T A EnbiaD, b & TAV DD OEE EodiE s & &
REPMEIZL, S8, BEFLUIOFERORKY FIZHOWTH, fBR & HORIZEET 2
IZEDE, ZNORRTTHREZ ST LT,

(3) I9&5E] (Old English, OE) 7»HirfREEGEEE To 1200 4 (700~1900 ) (AU
SREARES ORI L O T b OiF Bt T TEn ), [ EEEoRicoREl), 13 HHiEE
ORBREF O], [FERD <e>(E= THWEWREST ) OHK), TSI TCoRb), [Hi7)
BICE 2 ZEHFORM ., TRKESHRE) 078008385, 2055, TEh) & [ ZEHSO
TR 1 XELOFEENEDEfERERIER G20, 2 2HD TRk £ 528D k) @
BE. BEEOHKIZER S OO, WBAREOE/LE W) FMIIIEAESN TS, E5IT, &
%O TREFHR ) 3BT OFEOELTH D0, 2o THH) 055, B OB
TOFRIZE > Tix TZHEEN THhHEARELDT, 6 FHOZELLILEANHTL 5,
IO X DT, HEEL EORFEN L T OOREE(IZ 3 o HD [3 FHIFEOMEBRT O] ZFk
L EFTART HbEY) EEELTLSADT, 2 b 6 >OEEbaE THb-v | L oEEick
WTHBTLZ LN RERFEL T,

4) TAVbH7=v | @ [jl i%. yard (<OE gield), yellow (<OE geolu), young (<OE geong) ® X

N, BOTFNL LALLM LB, THFICHEKT D, —F., wed, wife, wood 72 ED AV b
7201 @ [wl ix [—23CF] (runes) @ [V 1) (<P>=[w]) %77 U FHRO [HT] <yv>
F2E <uu> TEIHZ, KRIZ <w> EEFLIND LR, o TUIHMKRZS 75T
BHolz, BRAIT, BIED <w> 1L cow, how, know, saw, throw D X 912, FER TITHEMTHF
AR TERVWOT, FEOARRENEV, RIS, [Hbb ) o [Lol X, —&IcRET
THRILEINTWBE MR, day (<OE deeg), may (<OE maeg), say (<OE secgan), bow [bau] (<OE
boga), dough [dou] (<OE dag), mow [mav] (<OE miiga) 72 D X 912, FEROEHIS o>
TIEEFEThHoT=Z RN 5, Tz, THDEY | X FENPLRE~EEBLLTEEEZD
IV, FEOEEDOWRELMRFL TWDLARTHINRD ZEREREL D, Zok o, TH
D20 ] OFEEHEREEBET LA, EREEFOBEDEIAAIR LD Lo T,

4. WFFERCR

(1) HFEEF RO E T2V . day, know, see,do 72 & D “HEHEFOH “2HE (L)) L&
R %845y (B 250 Wbz o [ £721% iwl &9, T7hbb, day [del,
know [nou] , see [si:], do [dw] % Fh 1 /dej/, mowl, Isij/, /duw/ &R THZ LIk -T,
7201 @ fj,wl 1X wood/wud/ X2 yacht/jpt/ 72 EOFHDOHZ LD TAV L= ] @ 4,
w/ EEERIC, FERCREMICEH T D TR (hiatus) ZHET HEEI A>T\ D 2 & 03B Rk
(D K 9127272 (day off ['der of] > /'dej of/, knowing ['nou m] > /'now 11/, seeing ['si: m)]
> /'sij m/, doing ['du: ] > /'duw /), 7235, ARG TIX THDZYD | OBEEOMRI A 72 HIY
ELTWRWDT, ZORZFFRT DT &Ik 7z,

(2) &FED TEFE] DL TWT, LbEE N TN 2 EN TELHRANEZHITOTTND



Yt FEEOREEEE IIHFEOB Y FrOREEZRETE 5, TPz, AL TIIEED TA
Vb2V OFHRHT THb7eh | bFHEEARED LETFRTHEDIT, BT, FBERORETF
& FEH OISR 2 RFAY - WRFABLE B0 L7, TORSRE LT, 156 MR LIRTIZ 555 &
LT RICHW LN TWEHEEDO R OB [o] AWHAL., FH TRDOLENHIE LT
L L ARICEDET, BT ERoT5ERD <ex> 3B REZH ) Z LiThho72 2
L BEO TEREORLRLTHAKEDL, GBERD <e> 1% [o] ICHE L o 7e 2 LR T
& 7=, —7J7.enough, laugh, tough 72 EDFERD <gh> 1% [f] &F&H Z 4. bough, sigh, though,
through 72 EDOFERD <gh> IRFINT BT L7250, Kird 58BHF1L [av, a1, ou,
w] (=/aw, aj, ow, uw/) O L HIZWTNL Hbzh ] THHDOT, WMEITEROIZTFE TRD
D & BIREROFE R MG B T,

(3) FERORETFOIRY LR EZ I T 5356 . TERFENINSKEED O K & ASKEEOHE H DIk
HMMNVEETHDH I EEEMHTE, L), BEE ETIIEZER 7 @80 o2 i34k
U7oREHNZITMEE LTV D O T, [l O R Z @R 2 L OWF eI 8 X 7= 2 i
DL ND Z & &L,

(4) TR L) 1%, coincide [kou m 'said] (=/kow m 'sajd/), hyena [hai 'im o](= /haj 'ijn o/),
oasis [ou 'ers 1s] (= /ow 'ejs 15 /), ruin [ru: m](=/ruw m/) O X H 12, FEFIZBNTHEHT DL
TWAHZ ENnG, T2V | (=, w) OBEREITFEOREROMEEDOH LT, EHIOEROEFER
BERE B> TV D Z L 2 C& 72, b, HIEFE Tld. burh fortress’ > byrig, here ‘troop’
+ -es > heries, bru ‘eye-brow’ + -a > bruwa, hleo ‘protection’ + -es > hleowes, treo ‘tree’ + -es >
treowes DX H1Z, BETHE D BITFEENMMENDEFC Th=0F) © [}, wl BNEAZH
LT ENBoTEN, BITICHE D 20D Tl &) ITEITEER O L ERIZE W IEE LD
T, FFEOBIFHELICREREBEE 25 Z LiXehoTz, LU, KRR THONxg L L
o T | 1T EFEUBEOFEEMICKRESELL Z b, MR LEELRETHL Z L &
R TET,

(5) LLEDOREIIENOFEETOOEBEREZRE T LE LTARSNTNDLDT, HHEF,
iR, KRR OEK TCOBEZEOMEOERICKELS FET L2 LI, bodb b, wmiE
HAGECTE NI Z 0D, ROEBIIENIZIRESND DT, 5k, HXOFEE - HXEE
LTHSMCHRIET 2 TETH D,

FEEOFFIERITRICHRETL T2 RNV IC U THES N, DT EELEN S, s bk
FLIEBIFRBVIEIE - WWESNTE T, LL, bl EDOH D b7 b | 132 OKREO EEM:
NSRS NT, ER LT LR —THo72D T, HEEOF T L S B O LR « @R
MREOHERDEME RS> TE T, 22, M7 ] 2 TAV DY | LFRERICTFHED [, wl
TERILTIUL, 2T TORKINRYE L, FZEOERENKND Z & ZARHFIRICBWCHEIELT-D
TERIR,
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