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In this research project, (i) and (ii) were conducted: (i) a study of native

English speakers® production and prosodic prominence ratings of English full vowels in a marked
environment which is adjacent to the primary-stress syllables within the same words, and (ii) a
study of English lexical stress location judgments by Japanese and Korean learners of English. As
for (i), although no results were obtained to support the full vowels in the marked environment
being rated as “weak", the results of the production experiment suggested a possibility that lax
full vowels in that environment may be reduced to the extent that their formant properties were
deviated from the properties of full vowels in other environments. The study of (ii) suggests that
when the learners’ native language has a lexical accent system, they make their English stress
location judgments based on the unmarked lexical accent pattern of their native language.
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