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Effects of bilingualism on participation in multilingual and multicultural
communities in Japanese universities
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This study investigates the efficiency of bilingual communication in English
and elementary-level Japanese between Japanese and international students with limited Japanese
proficiency. Particular attention is given to the ability levels needed for both sets of students to

conduct research cooperatively at university in Japan. The results demonstrate that Japanese
proficiency is effective in allowing students to share their daily experiences on campus, thus
promoting the formation of relationships. Additionally, intercultural communication competence,
especially openness to others” ideas and communication styles, fosters cooperative interactions.
This study suggests class activities to foster such abilities in Japanese language education for

international students, and in intercultural communication education for both Japanese and
international students to promote their bilingual communication.
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