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A study on vocabulary knowledge of katakana words for development of teaching
materials
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The purpose of this research is to investigate the distribution of katakana
words and their synonyms in wago and/or kango to develop teaching materials for Japanese language
learners. Focusing on “ use” of vocabulary knowledge, we analyzed the contexts and collocations of
katakana words by native speakers of Japanese and Japanese language learners. The result shows that
the learners and native speakers use katakana words according to different rules. It became evident
that the learners have difficulty acquiring native-like intuition about when to use katakana words
vs. their synonyms.
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