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A Study on Discourse Development and Effective Questions for Developing
Communicative Competence
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Using a Japanese-language interview test, this study clarified the
strategies and expressions used by interviewees stating their opinions, the effectiveness of the
questions used by the interviewers and the effects of different test methods.

The speech data, which was collected by interview with superior level Japanese-language speakers,
was analyzed for the research on how interviewees state their opinions and answer interviewer
qguestions. OPIc (Oral Proficiency Interview on computer) and face-to-face OPl were used to compare
the test methods. In addition, we conducted practical research on classes using the QFT (Question
Formulation Technique), focusing on the questions in the process of our research. We also held

workshops to spread the QFT.
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