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The research has attempted to measure the validity of teaching English
conversation strategies to Japanese native speakers. Such strategies were first extracted by a
comparative study of English conversation data by speakers of English as a first language and
Japanese conversation data by speakers of Japanese as a first language. Japanese use different
strategies from English to build rapport when they converse, and thus need to know the specific
strategies to actively participate in English interactions. By using transcripts of English
conversation data before and after the teaching of strategies, this research shows the explicit
teaching of the strategies have led to more active and successful participation in conversation by
the Japanese learners of English.
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