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The purpose of this study is to investigate how collocations (associative
expressions) comprised of multiple words are retained in the minds of Japanese English learners. For
this purpose, English composition data were collected and analyzed, focusing on how often and how
quickly particular English expressions were produced. The results showed that most Japanese learners

of English tended to use certain English collocations repeatedly, and the more often they used
these expressions, the shorter the time required to produce them. In addition, this research found a
similar tendency for English constructions&#8212;larger units of production&#8212;to remain in
learners’ minds as coherent expressions.
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