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The project we carried out was a cross-sectional investigation of definite
article meanings and the count-mass distinction, testing L1-Japanese and L1-Spanish L2-English
learners at different proficiency levels (intermediate and upper-intermediate) to examine the
following three issues: (i) to what extent the nominal domain of learners’ L1, Japanese and
Spanish, influences the definite article use and count-mass distinction in L2 English grammars. (ii)

whether or not there are particular developmental stages for the definite article and count-mass
distinction. (iii) what the ultimate attainment of English definite article use and count-mass
distinction for L1-Japanese and L1-Spanish L2-English learners looks like. The results show that the
L1 and proficiency play a role in how well L2 learners perform on a range of different tasks.
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(1) Direct Anaphoric ~ ([E#2AIRL)
Harold got a microwave for Christmas. He put the microwave next to his new toaster.

(2) Taxonomic Anaphoric (53 FEHI ML)
Howard wrote a book. He sent the novel to three publishers already.

(3) Anaphoric Bridging (K& L FYUL)
Henry sat down too quickly. He knocked the chair over onto the floor.

(4) Non-Anaphoric Bridging (&% L B9FERUL)
Andrea finds her kitchen useful. She loves the microwave with many functions.
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Flexible Flexible count Object Substance Count
mass
cake cakes clothing mustard bottles
chocolate chocolates furniture ketchup biscuits
hair hairs jewelry toothpaste boxes
paper papers luggage oil chestnuts
potato potatoes cutlery lotion cups
spinach spinaches footwear salt dolls
stone stones mail sugar garlics
string strings stationary chalk shoes
pie pies timber sand spoons
ribbon ribbons cash paint hats
avocado avocados coal pasta keys
cabbage cabbages ice rice pots
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(5) AABBELH|Wr & A 7 (acceptability judgment task)

(6) HC—AFECHRE (Eqi) (self-paced reading task)

(7) =Wz 2 (quantlty judgment task)

(8) HIOX— AP (A - A AH) (self-paced reading task)
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(9) Direct Anaphoric
a. Harold got a microwave for Christmas. He put the microwave next to his new toaster.
b. Harold got a microwave for Christmas. He put a microwave next to his new toaster.

(10) Taxonomic Anaphoric
a. Howard wrote a book. He sent the novel to three publishers already.
b. Howard wrote a book. He sent a novel to three publishers already.

(11) Anaphoric Bridging
a. Henry sat down too quickly. He knocked the chair over onto the floor.
b. Henry sat down too quickly. He knocked a chair over onto the floor.

(12) Non-Anaphoric Bridging
a. Andrea finds her kitchen useful. She loves the microwave with many functions.
b. Andrea finds her kitchen useful. She loves a microwave with many functions.
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(13) Count nouns
a. For his job, John packed boxes for many hours.
b. For his job, John unpacked box for many hours.

(14) Object mass nouns
a. At the store, Mary bought furniture for her apartment.
b. At the store, Mary bought furnitures for her apartment.

(15) Substance mass nouns
a. While in Japan, George ate rice with each meal.
b. While in Japan, George ate rices with each meal.

(16) Flexible nouns
a. For his birthday, John served cakes to his invited guests.
b. For his birthday, John served cake to his invited guests.
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