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Effects of lexical access and sentence structure complexity on English rate
perceived by Japanese learners of English
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The findings of this research are as follows.
(1) Japanese speakers perceive English as faster than English speakers.(2) Japanese speakers have a
slower lexical access speed than English speakers.(3) Contrary to our expectations, Japanese
speakers whose lexical access speed is faster perceive English as faster than Japanese speakers
whose lexical access speed is slower.(4) As expected, Japanese speakers who read aloud slower
perceived English as faster than Japanese speakers who read aloud faster. (6) The complexity of
sentence structure affects perceptual tempo, but the effect is not so strong and there are large
individual differences.
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