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With special attention paid to Japanese English learners’ situated
willingness to communicate (WTC) in a conversation, this project attempted to reveal how WTC
fluctuated moment-to-moment and what factors were responsible for such fluctuations. As for the
first goal, it was discovered that changes in WTC varied drastically from individuals to individuals

at each time and that not only WTC, but also anxiety, English proficiency, and learner beliefs had
a strong impact on initiation of communication. As for the second goal, three main factors affected
situated WTC in a conversation: topics, interlocutors, and various types of anxiety evoked in a
specific situation. For learners to actively engage in communication, we educators should provide

instructions that help develop linguistic resources and anxiety-free environments so that learners
WTC positively changes.
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