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This research aims to shed light on the Western influences on the coastal
fortifications in modern Japan from the late Tokugawa era through the Russo-Japanese War, based on
records of the Second French Military Mission to Japan (1872-1880), the Japanese military students
who studied in France, and the graduates of military schools including the Imperial Japanese
Military Academy in its infancy. This inquiry illuminates the processes of adapting coastal
fortification models to Japanese ways, the fortification engineering curriculum at military schools

in Meiji Japan, and the transformation of Western military technology and its localization in global
perspective.
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