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This project examined the establishment and change over time of various
documentary practices related to decision-making processes. These practices emerged alongside the
formation of administrative organizations during Japan’ s early modern and modern periods. Beginning

with a comparative analysis of the characteristics of each period, this project’ s objective was to
elucidate decision-making practices themselves, rather than just only look at the decision-making
process during a particular moment in time.

By employing this method, we obtained a multidimensional understanding of the reality of early
modern and modern decision-making practices while also keeping in mind the different characteristics
of administrative bodies during different periods. Through an analysis of each period, we were able
to clearly demonstrate the relationship between documentary practices and the organizational
structure as well as the decision-making processes of administrative bodies over time.
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