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A stuﬂy of the medieval social relief network established by the monks Eison and
Ninsho
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Eison and Ninsho were priests of the Saidaiji-Ritsu sect during the Kamakura
period (13th century). They are famous as pioneers of organized relief activities for leprosy
patients and the poor. This study investigates the actual state of their organization based on
archaeological materials, fragments of Buddhist statues, stone sculptures, and other materials. One
of the most notable results of this study is the analysis of a large number of bone containers
excavated from the Ninsho tombs, which revealed the presence of a wide range of individuals from the
Tohoku to the Kinki region, regardless of whether they were monks, nobles, or men. This is a common
feature of the Ketsuju system, which was organized for the construction of buddhist statues and
stone ﬁagodas, and is thought to have served as the basis for the spread of Ritsu sect temples
throughout Japan, and was thought to have been the basis of the Ritsu sect"s strategy of

simultaneously promoting salvation and proselytizing.
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