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Empirical research on community healthcare and welfare in postwar Japan
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To examine regional healthcare and welfare in post-war, we examined rural
medical care in lwate pref. in 1930s as historical premises and the medical service movement by Ooi
Clinic in Saitama Pref. after the war. Obtained two main results as follows.
1.Medical personnel did not unilaterally introduce modern medical care to farming villages under the

Tohoku Famine. They conducted health and medical activities with facing the realities of the
villages. The farmers who witnessed the results of medical care, in addition to national policy,
accepted medical care.2.0oi clinic which gained support through its medical activities under the
poor medical environment after the defeat in the war, developed a movement to improve local medical
care and welfare not only in medical treatment but also in local politics during the high economic
growth. In the early 1970s, the supporters and the conservative mayor jointly promoted regional
development that emphasized community welfare.
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