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Market Fluctuations and Fertilizer Merchants in the Late Modern period
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The purpose of this study was to examine how fertilizer merchants
responded to the market fluctuations in the late modern period. Awa and Harima areas were chosen
for the survey and analysis of the market.

In Awa area, indigo merchants advanced fish manure to indigo farmers and settled it with indigo
leaves. However, it was revealed that in the 19th century, as new indigo business developed,
advance loan interest declined and, accordingly, cash settlements increased.In Harima area, dried
sardine wholesalers in Murozu dominated the market under the control of the Himeji clan. However,
in the 19th century, as Shikama Port was opened for a dried sardine market, the monopoly collapsed.
Under these circumstances, this studz pointed out that supﬁliers to rural fertilizer vendors were
shifted from Murozu to Kazama, and then, to Hyogo (Kobe).The relationship between dried sardine
wholesalers in Osaka and retailers of dried sardines in various fiefs was also examined.



2015

©



27

19

26

©

28

©

©

19



22

43

2020

2018

2

3

19

232 219

47 76

30

19

71



2018 2 267 295

19



2018

267 295
DOl
71 43
2018
50 70
DOl
22
2020
219 232
DOl




